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                  OUR LADY IMMACULATE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“With God all things are possible” 
 

At Our Lady Immaculate Catholic Primary School, we will inspire our children 
to achieve personal excellence for themselves and for the glory of God. 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP POLICY 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Our Lady Immaculate is a thriving Catholic learning community with Christ at the 
centre. We celebrate the uniqueness of every child and aim to educate and prepare 
our children to be independent, confident and to live life to the full. As a Catholic 
learning community, everything we do serves the Church’s teaching of assisting 
parents as primary and principal educators to fulfil their role. Every decision is made 
with the children in mind, serving our Mission and Vision and following our Virtues to 
live by, British Values and Global Values.   
 
Our Lady Immaculate is an inclusive school which provides a challenging, 
stimulating and connected curriculum in a calm learning environment. The school is 
part of the parish of Our Lady Immaculate Church with whom there are strong links 
with Fr Martin and Fr Damien. The Parish Priests regularly visit the school for 
masses and other celebrations and the children attend services in the church. At Our 
Lady Immaculate, the dynamic home, school and parish partnership is valued as the 
children are encouraged and enabled to become passionate and resilient learners. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
“With God all things are possible” 

 
At Our Lady Immaculate Catholic Primary School, we will inspire our children 

to achieve personal excellence for themselves and for the glory of God. 
 
 
As a Catholic school we value highly the daily opportunities to share and learn 
prayers. 
 
All teaching and learning will be in line with our Mission and Vision Statement. 
 
AIMS 
At Our Lady Immaculate we aim to be a community which shows Love of God and 
one another. We pray to God together and worship him as a school and as part of 
the Our Lady Immaculate Parish. We aim to be a community that will be known as 
Christian because of our love. 
 
We believe that Collective Worship at OLI aims to provide opportunities for all pupils 
and staff to: 
 

 contemplate the mystery of God; 

 awe and wonder; 

 reflect on spiritual and moral issues; 

 explore our own beliefs; 

 respond to and celebrate life; 

 experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit; 
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 develop a common ethos and shared values; 

 enrich religious experience; 

 grow in liturgical understanding and development; 

 reinforce prayers which are part of Catholic tradition and doctrine; 

 reinforce positive attitudes; 

 participate fully; 

 take time out to wonder at, come to terms with or give worth to; 

 provide the opportunity for pupils to worship God; 

 encourage participation and response whether through active involvement in 
the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in the worship 
offered; 

 develop community spirit; 

 promote a common ethos and shared values; 

 reinforce positive attitudes. 
 
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for 
all pupils as a distinct activity.  
 
PRAYER 
 

“If you listen to God with your heart, 
He teaches you how to pray.”   Nina (age 5 years) 

 
At our school children are taught daily prayers and also the prayers and responses 
of the Mass as appropriate to their age and stage of development. They learn that 
talking and listening to God is an important way of showing their love for God.  
 
Each classroom has a focal prayer point and a RE area, and children pray, together 
with their teacher, at the beginning and end of the day and also at lunchtime. 
Opportunities for spontaneous prayer and individual reflection exist both in the 
classroom and during collective worship. 
 
Prayer takes many forms and may be carefully structured or more informal.  Children 
are encouraged to pray for the needs of others and for special requests.  They may 
themselves ask prayers for particular intentions. 
 
Above all prayer is about communication with God: we both speak and listen to Him.  
It may take the form of adoration, thanksgiving, repentance or intercession. 
Children and staff alike are encouraged to be drawn into prayer and worship through 
a variety of celebrations.  We believe it is important that children enjoy or are 
inspired by the opportunities for prayer in our school. We want these occasions to be 
meaningful and memorable for our children. These are enhanced by the use of:  
 
i) hymns 
ii) reflective music 
iii) silence 
iv) spoken and sung prayers 
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v) movement / dance 
vi) scripture 
vii) stories 
viii) atmosphere – candles, icons, focal points 
ix) drama. 
 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 
We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, 
honour and praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, 
to God’s invitation to enter into relationship, made possible through the work of 
Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A collective act of worship takes place daily in the classroom or in the school hall.  
Assemblies are on a rota basis and allow for:  
 

 whole school 

 junior school 

 Infant and foundation school gatherings. 
 

“Ten-Ten” resources and Mark 10 Mission episodes may also be used to deliver 
class Acts of Worship. 
 
Three times a term, at the end of each topic, each class teacher plans an Act of 
Worship. This is celebrated in the classroom and usually includes music and pupil 
participation.  It brings together the work carried out in that topic. Older pupils are 
encouraged to be involved in the planning of these celebrations. 
 
In addition, each class prepares one assembly in the Autumn and Spring Term, 
which is a reflection and celebration of their classroom work.  All assemblies follow 
the outline as laid out in the “Guidelines for class assemblies”. 
 
Whole school masses or services are held in the church on Holy Days of Obligation 
and on special occasions. The children are actively involved with the preparation and 
celebration of these services.  
 
Non – Eucharistic liturgies are held during the Seasons of Lent within each Key 
Stage.  There are opportunities for older children to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 
 
The whole school is involved in Christmas Concerts and Easter services. Parents, 
governors and friends are invited to participate in these celebrations. 
 
We recognise the importance of enabling the wider community to worship with us 
and we promote these opportunities whenever we can. 
 
During May and October parents, pupils and staff are invited to pray the Rosary. 
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Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and The Eucharist is an integral 
part of the Come and See programme.  However, full preparation is undertaken 
within the parish setting, being supported in school where possible. 
 
Staff, Governors and the Friends Association of Our Lady Immaculate begin all 
meetings with a prayer in preparation for the meeting.  
 
Parents play an invaluable role in leading their children in prayer.  They are informed 
of the class prayers for their child and are invited to celebrate Mass and assemblies 
when their child is involved. 
 
ROLE OF R.E. Curriculum Leader 
 
The RE Curriculum Leader is responsible for: 
i) setting a good example in teaching and learning; 
ii) actively supporting the spiritual life of the school; 
iii) monitoring prayer and worship throughout the school; 
iv) arranging school masses / assembly dates; 
v) advising staff about class masses and assemblies, when necessary; 
vi) offering support and guidance; 
vii) supporting staff in the preparation and delivery of collective worship. 
viii) liaising with Fr Martin - Parish Priest - to arrange masses, services, 

meditations and opportunities for him to teach in classes. 
 
 
PRAYER AT OUR LADY IMMACULATE  
All children should know the Our Lady Immaculate School Prayer: 
 

This is our school. 
Let peace dwell here. 

Let the rooms be full of contentment. 
Let love abide here. 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 
Let us remember that as many hands build a house, so many hearts make a school. 

 
 
(K): know prayer by end of school year 
(F) : become familiar with prayer throughout the year. 
 
Key Stage One 
 
Morning Prayer: At School 
Evening Prayer: At the end of the day 
Grace:  Bless us O God 
   Thank you Lord 
Responses:  Sign of Peace 
   Lord hear us…Lord graciously hear us 
   The Lord be with you…and also with you 
   This is the word of the Lord….thanks be to God 
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YR   OLI SCHOOL PRAYER 
   SIGN OF THE CROSS (K) 
   GLORY BE (K) 
   Hail Mary (F) 
   Our Father (F) 
 
Y1   OLI SCHOOL PRAYER 
   Sign of the Cross (K) 
   Glory Be (K) 
   Hail Mary (F) 
   Our Father (K) 
 
Y2   OLI SCHOOL PRAYER 
   Sign of the Cross (K) 
   Glory Be (K) 
   Hail Mary (K) 
   Our Father (K) 
   Act of Sorrow (F) 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 2 
OLI SCHOOL PRAYER  
Morning Prayer: Father in Heaven 
Evening Prayer: God our Father 
Grace:  Bless us O God / Bless us Lord 
   Thank you Lord 
 
Key Stage Two Responses 
Y3/4  Lord, have mercy 
  Eucharistic Prayer Responses * 
  Holy, Holy 
  Lamb of God 
  Memorial acclamations: Christ has died 
            When we eat this bread 
Y5/6  Glory to God in the highest 
Y6  The creed (We believe in one God) 
 
*The Lord be with you 
 And with your Spirit. 
 Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them up to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 It is right and just. 
 
Prayers: OLI SCHOOL PRAYER 
  Sign of the Cross (K) 
  Glory Be (K) 
  Our Father (K) 
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  Hail Mary (K) 
  Act of sorrow (K) 
Y3  as above plus 
  Act of Charity (K) 
  I confess (F) 
Y4  as above plus 
  I confess (K) 
  The Angelus (K) 
Y5  as above plus 
  Eternal Rest (K) 
  The Creed (F) 
  Come Holy Spirit (F) 
Y6  as above plus 
  The Creed (K) 
  Come Holy Spirit (K) 
 
Collective Worship during Covid-19  
At Our Lady Immaculate, during these times when we are not able to come together 
as a whole school in the hall or Church for collective worship the following 
arrangements are in place: 
 

 Daily classroom prayers to include Morning, Lunchtime and home time prayer. 

 Monday morning Assembly led by the Head Teacher via TEAMS to each 
classroom. 

 Wednesday morning - each class engages in Mark’s Mission presentations 
which involve scripture readings related to the Sunday Gospel, prayer, 
reflection and Music. 

 Celebration Assembly on Friday afternoon via TEAMS. 
 

** Where there are children of other faiths in the class, they will be invited to share 
prayers from their traditions. ** 
 
 


